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Prelude   The King of Love My Shepherd is  Dale Wood 
 

Opening Hymn  All things bright and beautiful Hymn 405 
 

THE LITGURY OF THE WORD 
 
The Celebrant says 

We come together to offer praise and worship to God. This is both serious and joyful, all at 
the same time. God gives us so much. One of the things we can give back to God is our 
attention. So let’s give our full attention to God in this service. 
 
Let us pray: 
Almighty and loving God, you are with us all the time, and you see and hear everything 
we do and say. Help us always to be kind and courageous, generous and just, and never 
selfish or stingy, so we might please Him in whose name we pray: Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise 

Praise him, praise him! Praise him in the morning, Praise him in the noontime.  
Praise him, praise him, Praise him when the sun goes down. 
Love him… 
Trust him… 
Serve him… 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his 
voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles  9:36 – 43 
 
Dorcas was a disciple who was devoted to being kind and doing good things for people in 
Joppa, but she got sick and died.  They prepared her for burial and laid her in a room 
upstairs.  Two of her friends brought Peter to the house where she was.  People were 
gathered together, remembering Dorcas, and crying.  Peter sent them all outside and 
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kneeled down to pray.  Turning to her body he said, “Get up.”  She opened her eyes, 
looked at Peter, and sat up.  He gave her his hand and helped her up.  He called everyone 
back into the room to show them she was alive.  News spread about this and many people 
came to believe in the Lord.   
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd and I am the sheep. 
I have everything I need. 
He takes me to places where I can rest in peaceful, green pastures, 
And lie down beside deep, still, soothing, waters. 
He puts new life back into me, and shows me the right ways to go. 
The Lord is my shepherd and I am the sheep. 
I have everything I need. 
 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I’m not scared because the Lord is with me.  He carries a big 
Stick, and a crook to grab me if I fall down a ravine.  That 
Makes me feel a lot better. 
The Lord is my shepherd and I am the sheep. 
I have everything I need. 
 
When those who make fun of me are watching, he spreads out 
A fest in front of them.  A feast just for me.  And he anoints me just as a king would be  
anointed.  My cup is running over. 
My happiness is complete. 
The Lord is my shepherd and I am the sheep. 
I have everything I need. 
 
There is nowhere I can go that the Lord’s goodness and mercy 
Isn’t already there.  It’s like living in the Lord’s house for ever and ever. 
The Lord is my shepherd and I am the sheep. 
I have everything I need. 
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A Reading from the Revelation to John   7:9-17 
 
In front of me, there were so many people in white robes with palm branches that I 
couldn’t count them all.  They came from every country, and spoke every language, as they 
stood before the throne of God and the Lamb of God.  They were crying in a loud voice, 
saying, “God is the one who saves us.” 
Everyone in heaven –the angels, the elders, the creatures—fell on their faces and worshiped 
God singing, 
“Amen!  Blessing and glory and wisdom 
And thanksgiving and honor 
And power and might  
be to our God forever and ever!  Amen.”  
Someone asked me, “Who are all these people dressed in white robes?”  Then he said, “I 
know who they are—they are people who’ve been made clean by the Lamb of God.  That’s 
why they worship God night and day.  Never again will they be hungry or thirst, or get 
sunburned.  The Lamb of God will be their shepherd and guide them to springs of the 
water of life.  And God will wipe their tears away.” 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Hymn  The King of Love My Shepherd is    Hymn 645 
 
The Gospel John    10:22-30 
 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus was in the temple with people gathered around him.  Somebody asked him, “So how 
long are you going to keep us in suspense?  Just tell us already if you are the Messiah or 
not.”  Jesus answered, “But I have told you, and you don’t believe me.  Everything I do in 
my Father’s name shows you that I am the Messiah.  You don’t believe because you don’t 
belong to me.  Those who belong to me hear my voice and know who I am.  I know them 
and they follow me.  I give them life that never ends.  No one can take them away from me.  
The Father has given me these sheep.  The Father and I are working on this together.” 
 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Children’s Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe 

 
The people say the creed together. 
 
We believe in God above;  
We believe in Jesus’ love; 
We believe in the Spirit too, 
Who comes to teach us what to do. 
We believe that we should be 
kind and loving, Lord, like you. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
All  We fold our hands and bow our heads when we pray, so we may keep 
  our hearts and minds on the words we say. 
 
Reader It is written, “Give thanks.” We give thanks to you, God, for all that you are. 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Listen to your parents.” For mommies, daddies, sisters, brothers, 
  and all of our families, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Love your neighbor.” For our friends and neighbors, and those we 
  don’t yet know, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, ”God is the way, the truth and the life.” For what we learn from 
  bishops, priests, and deacons, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Be kind.” For dogs, cats, fish, birds, horses, lizards and all the 
  animals in our care, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Smile from the heart, so God can feel it above.” For flowers, trees, 
  oceans, mountains, rain and sunshine that make our world beautiful, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
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Reader It is written, “Love one another.” For everyone who celebrates a birthday this 
  week, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Treat others as you want to be treated.” For everyone who is  sick or 
  in trouble, 
All  We thank you, Lord.  
 
Reader We pray for those who have died, that they may have a place in your 
  eternal kingdom, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader All loving God, today we give thanks for all Mothers.  Whether biological or those  
  given to us through bonding relationships.  May our lives honor them through   
  everything we do.  Amen.  
  For all of our prayer requests and celebrations: 
 
The people add their own prayers and thanksgivings. 
 
Reader For what is in our hearts today, 
All We thank you, Lord. 

 

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
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Offertory Anthem 
Do You Know Who Made the Day?  Hal H. Hopson 
 
In the beginning God made the heavens and the earth.  
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
 And God saw that it was good. 
 
 
 
And God separated the light from the darkness.  
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night.  
And God saw that it was good. 
 
 
And God said, “Let the earth grow green plants and trees.  
Let all the plants and trees have their own special seeds.”  
And God saw that it was good. 
 

Do you know who made the day?  
Made the sun and golden ray?  
God our Father made the day,  
Made the sun and golden ray,  
God our Father made the day. 
 
Do you know who made the night,  
Made the stars and moon so bright?  
God our Father made the night,  
Made the stars and moon so bright:  
God our Father made the night. 
 
Do you know who made the trees,  
Waving gently in the breeze?  
God our Father made the trees,  
Waving gently in the breeze,  
God our Father made the trees. 

 
 
Doxology   
God, our Father (Frère Jacques) sung 3 times, in a round the 2nd and 3rd times. 

God, our Father, God our Father, We thank you, we thank you, 
for our many blessings, for our many blessings, Amen, amen. 

 

THE LITGURY OF THE TABLE 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let’s lift up our hearts in joy. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let’s say thank you to God. 
People Thank you, thank you, thank you, Lord! 
 
God, we enjoy your presence and celebrate you as our Creator. We thank you for all the 
blessings around us, because they remind us that you, God, are with us always. In Jesus, 
you have received us  as your daughters and sons, connected us with those who love you, 
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God, and you’ve given us the Holy Spirit to direct us to what is true and right.  

 

Today we remember that our path is only through God’s Son Jesus, who could not be held 
back by death, and showed us the way for eternal life. And so, because our hearts are 
happy with thanks, we sing with the angels in heaven who shout of your wonder, 
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 

 
We thank you, Lord, for loving all of us. We see your love in the movement of the sun, the 
stars, the water. Your love is alive in the green plants and the animals, and in each of us. 
Even when we acted mean and did not love you back, you kept loving us and did not stay 
mad. You even sent your Son Jesus to become one of us. He loved us so much and wanted 
to heal us from hurt. He wanted to keep all evil away from us. So, for our sakes, he let 
himself be hurt and was killed on a cross. 
 
The night before He did all of this for us, He had supper with friends. They shared bread, 
because bread is food that gives life. Jesus took the bread, He blessed the bread, He broke 
the bread, and then He gave it to his friends. And He said, “Eat this bread; it is my body. 
Do this to remember I am with you.” On the table they also had wine, which comes from 
the juice of grapes. Jesus took a cup of wine, He blessed it, then He gave it to his friends. 
He said, “Drink this wine; it is my blood. Do this to remember I am with you.” 
 
Let’s say these words together: 
 

Jesus took the bread and wine. Jesus blessed the bread and wine. Jesus gave them to his 
friends. 
Jesus said, “Do this to remember who I am.” 
 
So, Lord God, we offer this bread and this wine to you, just as Jesus did that night. We 
remember that He died for us, He came back to life again, and He promises to come back. 
Let’s say these words together: 
 
He died for us. 
He came to life again. 
He promises to come back. 
 
We now ask the Holy Spirit, who came down to Jesus at His baptism like a dove, to bless 
this bread to be for us the Body of Christ, so that when we eat it, Christ will become part of 
us. And we ask that the Holy Spirit bless this wine to be for us the Blood of Christ, so that 
when we drink it, we will have the royal blood of the King of kings flowing in us, just like 
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we are His own children. And we ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with joy to receive the body 
and blood of Christ as His faithful followers, so we will know He is here present with us, 
and so He will be part of us, and we will be part of Him. Let’s say these words together: 
 
Be present with us, Jesus.                    Be part of us, 
And let us be part of you. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ, because it is by Him, and with Him, and in Him that 
we do this, and we give our thanks, honor, and praise, to God the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, right now, and forever more. Amen. 
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

 
Celebrant  Alleluia. 
  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;     
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God 
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The Communion of the People 

 Communion Anthem Prayer for Today Margaret Tucker 
 
God in heaven, I make my prayer  
For all the people ev’rywhere,  
Who live in fear or pain or doubt;  
Whose homes are gone,  
and hopes run out. 
 
God in heaven, I make my prayer  
For all the children ev’rywhere  
Who live in terrible, warring places;  
Who live with hunger  
and strange sad faces.  

 
God in heaven, I make my prayer  
For all good people ev’rywhere  
Who live in comfort, love and peace,  
And pray sincerely for strife to cease;  
But who do not always hear the call  
Of those who live with nothing at all.  
 
God in heaven, hear my prayer!  
Help all people ev’rywhere  
To come closer together in plenty and need,  
And to make our world your home indeed. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant: Let us pray 
Thank you God for giving us the bread and wine, the food of Jesus' love for all. 
Send us home with peace and joy in our hearts so that we may be a light in the world 
around us. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn 
I want to walk as a child of the light  Hymn 490 
 
Postlude Let the Bright Seraphim  Handel/James Pethe 
 

All music used with permission by Saint James Music Press, license #8457, One License #A-735641,  
or Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
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Worship Team for May 8, 2022 
 

Celebrant The Rev. Ranie Neislar 
Preacher The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe 
Deacon The Rev. Jeannie Randall 

Organist Melanie Payne 
Choir Director Kathy Heim 

  
8 a.m.  

Eucharistic Minister Frances Steel 
Lector Nell Fisher 
Ushers Kay & Dick Strobel 

Greeters Elisa & Mark Stucker 
  

10:30 a.m.  
Eucharistic Minister Gretchen Mauldin 

Acolytes Children of the Parish 
Lectors Children of the Parish 

Treble Choir Emma Bestor, Brylie Colvin, Claire Davis, Micah Erbach, 
Campbell McIntyre, Grant Mohler, Harper Mohler, 

Penelope Reid, Ellie York, Julianna York 
Ushers Gregg Geis, Larry Hill 

Greeters Susy & Bob Thurber 
  

Vestry on Duty Mike Bestor, Scott Moore 
Flower Guild Becky Stokes 
Altar Guild Pat & Al Johnson, Penny Nielsen, Barbara Meyer, Sarah 

Meister 
Breakfast World Mission 

Refreshments Kathy Branick 
 

Today’s flowers are given by Ted and Kelly Evans in celebration of their mothers,  
Marilyn Evans and Shirley Kittle. 

 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church Contact Information 

Office: 256-880-0247   Website: www.stthomashuntsville.org 
12200 Bailey Cove Road   Huntsville, Alabama 35803 

Email: stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org 

 



12  

 

2022 Vestry Members 

George Harriman, Senior Warden 
Ted Evans, Junior Warden 

Cynthia Geis,  
Bob Harwell, 

Suzanne Mohler,  
Jenna Pirani 
Mike Bestor,  

Linda Lou Hardison,  
Elysa Jones,  
Scott Moore 

John Hanson,  
Donna Palumbo 

Kathie Clayton, Vestry Clerk 
Bob Thurber, Parish Treasurer 



13  

 

 

The Staff of St. Thomas 

The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe, Interim Rector 
vmonroe@stthomashuntsville.org 

The Rev. Ranie Neislar, Associate Priest 
associate@stthomashuntsville.org 

The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Deacon 
Jrann228@gmail.com 

Kathy Heim, Choirmaster 
music@stthomashuntsville.org 

Melanie Payne, Organist 
payneme67@gmail.com 

Laura Beth Bestor, Children’s Coordinator 
children@stthomashuntsville.org 

The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Youth Coordinator 
youth@stthomashuntsville.org 

Irene Smith, Bookkeeper 
finance@stthomashuntsville.org 

Dorothy Bolton, Parish Administrator 
stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org 

Arlyn Hennigar, Nursery 
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Sunday, May 8   
 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Nave    Nursery Available 

 8:45 AM Breakfast — World Mission 
 9:30 AM Adult Christian Formation, Bible Study with Virginia, Conference Room 1 

Adult Christian Formation, Book Study on My Church Is Not Dying, Conf. Room 2 
Children’s Sunday School, Hiers Hall 

  Youth Christian Formation, Youth Room 
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist, Nave      Nursery Available 
  3:00 PM EYC/YP, Youth 
    
Monday, May 9   
10:00 AM Monday Morning Bookclub, Parlor 
    
Tuesday, May 10   
  6:15 PM EfM Class, Conference Room 
    
Wednesday, May 11   
  9:00 AM Parent’s Morning Out, Nursery 
  9:30 AM Bible Study, Conference Room 1 
11:00 AM Bible Study, Conference Room 1 
  6:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Nave 
  7:15 PM Choir Rehearsal 
    
Thursday, May 12   
  1:00 PM Silver Saints Movie, Parish Hall 
    
Friday, May 13   
  8:30 AM First Stop Breakfast 
    
Saturday, May 14   
  8:00 AM Bailey Cove’s Farmers Market 
  Habitat for Humanity See back for details 
  RevivAL 22, Bill Battle Coliseum, Birmingham 

 

  

The Week at-a-Glance 
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 Today we celebrate Mothers Day!  As you leave church each person can take a 
bedding plant outside the Narthex doors in honor of your mother. 

  
  

 Bailey Cove Farmers’ Market Returns May 1  But we can’t run it without you! Please consider 
volunteering one or two Saturdays this summer. Please sign up on the bulletin board or by using 
this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4AA8A92FA7F9C34-bailey1 

  

 The St. Thomas Book Club will meet in the Parlor on May 9th at 10 AM, to discuss the book The 
Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce.  For information, call Elouisa Stokes, 256-539-
2058. 

  

 Revival with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry! 
The Episcopal Diocese of Alabama is hosting a revival, on May 14, from 2-4 PM at the Bill Battle 
Coliseum, on the Birmingham Southern campus. If you are interested in traveling as a group from 
St. Thomas, please email Jeannie (jrann228@gmail.com).  
  

 Habitat for Humanity:  The address is 6221 Maywick Road and we’ll be there to build every 
Saturday for the next 7 weeks.  For more information, call Elouisa Stokes at 256-604-8669. 

  
 Silver Saints is Thursday, May 12 at 1 P.M.  Come enjoy “The World’s Fastest Indian” starring 

Anthony Hopkins in the “comfort” of our Parish Hall.   
  
 Volunteers are needed to stock the Little Free Pantry on Fridays and Sundays.  It entails filling the 

pantry with food items which are stored in Heirs Hall. This takes only a few minutes each week, 
and is very rewarding and a vital component to our Outreach program. Anyone interested may 
contact Debbie Harriman at 256-509-6606, or email dharriman5817@gmail.com.   

  
 


