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Prelude        My God is So Big 
 
Opening Hymn I Sing the Mighty Power of God (VBS kids will sing the refrain)  

 
There’s no greater power than the power of our God! 
There’s no greater power than the power of our God! 

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
The Celebrant says 

We come together to offer praise and worship to God. This is both serious and joyful, all at 
the same time. God gives us so much. One of the things we can give back to God is our 
attention. So let’s give our full attention to God in this service. 
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Let us pray: 
Almighty and loving God, you are with us all the time, and you see and hear everything 
we do and say. Help us always to be kind and courageous, generous and just, and never 
selfish or stingy, so we might please Him in whose name we pray: Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise 
What a Mighty God We Serve 
 

"What a mighty God we serve. 
What a mighty God we serve. 
Angels bow before Him. 
Heaven and earth adore Him. 
What a mighty God we serve" (3x) 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our 
ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those 
things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; 
through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Amos 8:1-12 
There was a basket of fruit in front of me.  God reminded me that we were entering a new season. 
“Things are going to change for my people,” God said.  “The singing they’ve done in the temple 
will turn into wailing over those who have died. 
“Pay attention, those of you who walk over the homeless people and take food out of the moths of 
the hungry.  Don’t be so anxious to make money.  I was proud to be Jacob’s God, but you people 
disgust me. 
“Your parties will turn into funeral receptions.  The sun will go dark during the day.  Your crops 
will dry up.  You will be desperate for my word but you may not be able to hear it.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 52 
 
You big bully.  You think you are such a big guy when you hurt people  
And make fun of people who trust in God. 
As for me, I’m going to trust in God’s kindness. 
 
You make up ways to trick people so they look stupid. 
If I used words you use, I’d be in big trouble around my house. 
As for me, I’m going to trust in God’s kindness. 
 
You like to cut people into little pieces with your tongue. 
You must really love being bad.  And I don’t think you know 
 how to tell the truth! 
As for me, I’m going to trust in God’s kindness. 
 
You make me so angry that I wish you would go away forever 
so I would never have to see your face or hear your voce again. 
As for me, I’m going to trust in God’s kindness. 
 
Sometimes I imagine that I’m the one laughing at you for being stupid. 
But I know that’s not how God wants anyone to act. 
But I would rather imagine myself as an olive tree growing in a 
 beautiful courtyard in God’s house. 
As for me, I’m going to trust in God’s kindness. 
 
I will always trust in God’s mercy and kindness. 
That’s the better way to live. 
I give thanks to you, God, and I will tell everyone about the 
 great things you have done for me. 
As for me, I’m going to trust in God’s kindness. 

 
A Reading from Colossians 1:15-28 
 

When we see Christ Jesus, we are looking at a picture of God whom we cannot see.  In him 
everything in heaven and on earth were created, even the invisible things.  Because of him, all 
things hold together.  He is the head of the church body.  He is the beginning, and was the first 
from the dead. In Christ Jesus all the fullness of God has found a home, and through him God has 
made peace with all things, on earth and in heaven. 
You were once angry at God, going in the wrong directions, and doing wrong things, but now 
Christ has brought you back, and offers you to God as holy.  Keep the faith Stay steady on the 
right road now. 
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For your sake, I will put up with all that I have to suffer.  And I endure for the sake of the church.  
God commissioned me to make God’s Word fully known to you, to reveal the mystery to 
everyone.  Christ is the hope of glory.  And we proclaim him, and teach you, so that you may 
mature in Christ. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn  I Have Decided to Follow Jesus    Alleluia III 73 
 
The Gospel Luke 10:38-42 
 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus stopped again at Mary and Martha’s house.  Martha was busy cooking dinner and cleaning 
up, but her sister Mary was sitting as Jesus’ feet listening to him talk.  That did not make Martha 
happy.  She came to Jesus and said, “Doesn’t it bother you that Mary is letting me do all the work 
by myself?  Make her get up and help me.”  Jesus answered her, “Martha, calm down.  So many 
things are making you crazy.  But you really only need one thing.  Mary has made the right 
choice.” 

 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Children’s Sermon                           The Rev. Ranie Neislar 

 
 
The people say the creed together. 
 
We believe in God above;  
We believe in Jesus’ love; 
We believe in the Spirit too, 
Who comes to teach us what to do. 
We believe that we should be 
kind and loving, Lord, like you. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
All  We fold our hands and bow our heads when we pray, so we may keep 
  our hearts and minds on the words we say. 
 
Reader It is written, “Give thanks.” We give thanks to you, God, for all that you are. 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Listen to your parents.” For mommies, daddies, sisters, brothers, 
  and all of our families, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Love your neighbor.” For our friends and neighbors, and those we 
  don’t yet know, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, ”God is the way, the truth and the life.” For what we learn from 
  bishops, priests, and deacons, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Be kind.” For dogs, cats, fish, birds, horses, lizards and all the 
  animals in our care, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Smile from the heart, so God can feel it above.” For flowers, trees, 
  oceans, mountains, rain and sunshine that make our world beautiful, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Love one another.” For everyone who celebrates a birthday this week,  

especially Melanie Hyatt, Laura Jossey, Lauren Allison, Amanda Lee, Edson Worden, 
Frances Eppling, Brett Tomlin, Oli Nielsen, and Kay Strobel.  

All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Treat others as you want to be treated.” For everyone who is  sick or 
  in trouble, 
All  We thank you, Lord.  
 
Reader We pray for those who have died, that they may have a place in your 
  eternal kingdom. 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
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The people add their own prayers and thanksgivings. 
 
Reader For what is in our hearts today, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
The Confession 
 
Gracious God, thank you for loving us and caring for us all the time. 
We know we have not always lived as you taught us to live and failed to love one 
another as you loved us. 
We have done wrong things and not done all the good things we should have done. 
Only you can save us-- please forgive us, and help us to live and love as friends to you 
others. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
The Absolution 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
All stand.  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

 
OFFERTORY   
Love the Lord     VBS Kids          Graeme Stewart 
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DOXOLOGY      
God is so good                                                                            Paul Makai 
God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, 

he's so good to me. 
He answers prayer, He answers prayer, he answers prayer, 

he's so good to me. 
I love Him so, I love Him so, I love Him so, 

he's so good to me 
 
 

THE LITGURY OF THE TABLE 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let’s lift up our hearts in joy. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let’s say thank you to God. 
People Thank you, thank you, thank you, Lord! 
 
God, we enjoy your presence and celebrate you as our Creator. We thank you for all the 
blessings around us, because they remind us that you, God, are with us always. In Jesus, 
you have received us  as your daughters and sons, connected us with those who love you, 
God, and you’ve given us the Holy Spirit to direct us to what is true and right. 

 

Today we remember that our path is only through God’s Son Jesus, who could not be held 
back by death, and showed us the way for eternal life. And so, because our hearts are 
happy with thanks, we sing with the angels in heaven who shout of your wonder, 
  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the   highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 

 
We thank you, Lord, for loving all of us. We see your love in the movement of the sun, the 
stars, the water. Your love is alive in the green plants and the animals, and in each of us. 
Even when we acted mean and did not love you back, you kept loving us and did not stay 
mad. You even sent your Son Jesus to become one of us. He loved us so much and wanted 
to heal us from hurt. He wanted to keep all evil away from us. So, for our sakes, he let 
himself be hurt and was killed on a cross. 
 
The night before He did all of this for us, He had supper with friends. They shared bread, 
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because bread is food that gives life. Jesus took the bread, He blessed the bread, He broke 
the bread, and then He gave it to his friends. And He said, “Eat this bread; it is my body. 
Do this to remember I am with you.” On the table they also had wine, which comes from 
the juice of grapes. Jesus took a cup of wine, He blessed it, then He gave it to his friends. 
He said, “Drink this wine; it is my blood. Do this to remember I am with you.” 
 
Let’s say these words together: 
 

Jesus took the bread and wine. Jesus blessed the bread and wine. Jesus gave them to his 
friends. 
Jesus said, “Do this to remember who I am.” 
 
So, Lord God, we offer this bread and this wine to you, just as Jesus did that night. We 
remember that He died for us, He came back to life again, and He promises to come back. 
Let’s say these words together: 
 
He died for us. 
He came to life again. 
He promises to come back. 
 
We now ask the Holy Spirit, who came down to Jesus at His baptism like a dove, to bless 
this bread to be for us the Body of Christ, so that when we eat it, Christ will become part of 
us. And we ask that the Holy Spirit bless this wine to be for us the Blood of Christ, so that 
when we drink it, we will have the royal blood of the King of kings flowing in us, just like 
we are His own children. And we ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with joy to receive the body 
and blood of Christ as His faithful followers, so we will know He is here present with us, 
and so He will be part of us, and we will be part of Him. Let’s say these words together: 
 
Be present with us, Jesus.                    Be part of us, 
And let us be part of you. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ, because it is by Him, and with Him, and in Him that 
we do this, and we give our thanks, honor, and praise, to God the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, right now, and forever more. Amen. 
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
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  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

Celebrant  Alleluia. 
  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;     
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God 
 

The Communion of the People 
All who seek Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table. The wine is by intinction only. You may choose to receive only 

the bread. Please be assured that receiving the bread is full communion. 

 
 Communion Hymns 
Our God is an Awesome God  Alleluia III 17 
Peace Like a River 

I've got peace like a river, I've got peace like a river 
I've got peace like a river in my soul 
I've got peace like a river, I've got peace like a river 
I've got peace like a river in my soul 

I’ve got love like an ocean… 
I’ve got joy like a fountain… 
I’ve got peace, love and joy like a river.. 

Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant: Let us pray 
Thank you God for giving us the bread and wine, the food of Jesus' love for all. 
Send us home with peace and joy in our hearts so that we may be a light in the world 
around us.                                           Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn 
This Little Light of Mine  Alleluia III 178 
 

Postlude 
When in Our Music God is Glorified   Gordon Young 
 

All music used with permission by Saint James Music Press, license #8457, One License #A-735641,  
or Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 

 
Worship Team for July 17, 2022 

 
 

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Ranie Neislar, Associate Priest 
Deacon  The Rev. Jeannie Randal 
Organist / Choir Director Melanie Payne 
  
8:00 a.m.  
Eucharistic Ministers Renee’ Redfield 

Lector Michelle York 
Ushers Pat Stueck, Garry Griffith 
Greeters Genie McCoy, Peggy Fambrough 
  
10:30 a.m.  
Eucharistic Ministers Bob Harwell 
Acolytes Brady Jones, Grayson Brewer, Vivianne Brown, Walter Brown 
Lectors Will Flusche, Brylie Colvin, Claire Davis 
Ushers Richard Thompson, Brett Tomlin 
Greeters Jenna Pirani, Lloyd Cook 
  
Vestry on Duty Jenna Pirani, Elysa Jones 
Altar Guild Jill & Doug Eskew, Tut Clemons 
Flower Guild Ruth Erwin, Norma Oberlies 
Breakfast The A Team 
Refreshments 
Dinner after 5 pm service 

The Mohler Family 
Kelly & Ted Evans 
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The Staff of St. Thomas 

The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe, Interim Rector 
vmonroe@stthomashuntsville.org 

The Rev. Ranie Neislar, Associate Priest 
associate@stthomashuntsville.org 
The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Deacon 

Jrann228@gmail.com 
Kathy Heim, Choir Director 

music@stthomashuntsville.org 
Melanie Payne, Organist 
payneme67@gmail.com 

Laura Beth Bestor, Children’s Coordinator 
children@stthomashuntsville.org 

The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Youth Coordinator 
youth@stthomashuntsville.org 

Irene Smith, Bookkeeper 
finance@stthomashuntsville.org 

Dorothy Bolton, Parish Administrator 
stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 Vestry Members 
George Harriman, Senior Warden                 Ted Evans, Junior Warden 

Cynthia Geis, Bob Harwell, Suzanne Mohler, Jenna Pirani 
Mike Bestor, Linda Lou Hardison, Elysa Jones, Scott Moore 

John Hanson, Donna Palumbo 
Wyn Christian, Vestry Clerk         Bob Thurber, Parish Treasurer 

 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church Contact Information                 
Office: 256-880-0247   Website: www.stthomashuntsville.org 

  12200 Bailey Cove Road   Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
Email: stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org 



The Week at-a-Glance 
 
Sunday, July 17  
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Nave          Nursery Available       
8:45 AM Breakfast – The A Team 
10:30 AM Children’s Service, Holy Eucharist, Nave      

Little Free Pantry Sunday      Nursery Available       
Noon Newcomers’ Luncheon, Parish Hall 
5:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Nave – followed by Supper     
  
Monday, July 18  
6:00 PM Vestry, Conference Room 
  
Tuesday, July 19  
4:00 PM  Kitchen Reserved 
 
Wednesday, July 20 

 

9:30 AM Bible Study, Conference Room 1 
11:00 AM Bible Study, Conference Room 1 
6:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Nave 
  
Thursday, July 21  
1:00 PM Silver Saints Movie, Parish Hall 
  
Friday, July 22  
3:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal, Nave & Info. Hall 
  
Saturday, July 23  
8:00 AM Bailey Cove's Farmers Market 
 Habitat for Humanity – See Back for Details 



 A Grief Support Group, lead by The Rev. Carl Malm will meet at St. Thomas each 
Wednesday in August at 2:00 P.M.  The Rev. Malm has been a Grief Counselor 
at the Center for Loss, Grief, and Change since 1999.  If you have any questions, 
email Virginia at vmonroe@stthomashuntsville.org or call the church office.  

 
5:00 PM Summer Service in the Nave Join us for the all-ages-welcome come-as-

you-are service. This informal service will continue through the summer. Join us 
afterwards for a quick supper.  

 
JULY SILVER SAINTS MOVIE MATINEE We are offering “A Walk in the Clouds,” 

with Keanu Reeves and Anthony Quinn. This movie is romantic with drama and 
humor blended in. It  Come join us in the St. Thomas Parish Hall at 1:00 PM on 
Thursday, July 21.  Call Jack or Becky Stokes at 256-881-4748. Please call 24 
hours ahead if you will need a ride.  

 
Sit down with Ranie and Jeannie Monday, July 25 from 6-7:30 PM on the patio at 

Mellow Mushroom, 2230 Cecil Ashburn Drive SE, Huntsville, AL, 35802 for great 
fellowship, good food, drink, and hearty discussion!  Text Jeannie at 256-348-
9918 if you can join us.  

 
Youth Trip: Rafting down the Ocoee River  July 28, no cost for St. Thomas youth.  

All others attending must pay $45. (must be 12 years old) Make your 
reservations now! Email Jeannie  jrann228@gmail.com.  

 
We need your help with the Bulletin Prayer lists!!  

In order to update the prayer list, please look at the extended list of “Those who 
are ill or in distress.” If you submitted a name and that person no longer needs 
prayers for a current situation please call the office or email Dorothy at 
stthomashuntsville.org to let her know. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
Thank you.  

 
SECURITY  Video surveillance cameras are in place throughout the church to provide 

24 hour security for our building and property.  These were installed following 
several break-ins at the church, in addition to the key fob access system so 
we may monitor who gains access to the building during off hours.    

 
Habitat for Humanity:  Our house is at 6221 Maywick Road, in northwest Huntsville 

off of Winchester Road.  We work 8 to 3 on Saturdays, from 8 to 12 on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Call Elouisa Stokes at 256-604-8669.  
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