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Prelude        
My Faith Looks Up to Thee  Gordon Young 
 
Opening Hymn 
Father, we praise thee  Hymn 1  

 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 
The Celebrant says 

We come together to offer praise and worship to God. This is both serious and joyful, all at 
the same time. God gives us so much. One of the things we can give back to God is our 
attention. So let’s give our full attention to God in this service. 
 
Let us pray: 
Almighty and loving God, you are with us all the time, and you see and hear everything 
we do and say. Help us always to be kind and courageous, generous and just, and never 
selfish or stingy, so we might please Him in whose name we pray: Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Song of Praise 
“Praise Him”  
Praise him, praise him! 
Praise him in the morning, praise him in the noontime. 
Praise him, praise him! 
Praise him when the sun goes down. 
Love him… 
Serve him… 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our 
ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those 
things which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; 
through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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A reading from Jeremiah 29:1-7 
 
Go ahead and build houses.  Plant your gardens to enjoy what grows in them.  Fall in love 
and get married.  Have kids and let your kids give you beautiful grandbabies.  I know you’d 
rather be back home in Jerusalem.  I know that.  But make the best of what; you nave and 
where you are.  Bloom where you are planted!  Ask God to bless Babylon and you will share 
in the blessing. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
The Psalm for today is Psalm 66 
 
Let’s make some noise everyone! 
Sing loud and long because God is good. 
Tell God this: “You, God, are the best.” 
And those who don’t like you strived up when you are around. 
Come on, people.  Let’s make some noise and praise God. 
 
The earth itself worships you and every plant and animal on it does, too. 
Come, here, and see how God is good. 
We’ll show you what God is doing with us. 
Come on, people.  Let’s make some noise and praise God. 
 
You dried up the waters, God, and dried out a path through the river for us to walk. 
It’s awesome how you can watch over everyone and care for everybody. 
I don’t know how you do it, but I’m sure glad you do. 
Come on, people.  Let’s make some noise and praise God. 
 
You make our lives strong and keep us from tripping over our own feet. 
Life can be hard and sometimes it feels like a test we don’t want to take. 
Sometimes it feels like an obstacle course 
And yet you help us make it through to the end. 
Come on, people.  Let’s make some noise and praise God. 
 
First, there’s a fire that burns everything up because we can’t find water to put it out. 
And then, it rains so much it floods. 
But finally you bring us to a place in the cool grass 
Where we can lie down and feel the warm, happy sun on our faces. 
Come on, people.  Let’s make some noise and praise God. 
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A reading from 2 Timothy 2:8-15 
 
My dear friend, Timothy, I keep telling you that Jesus Christ is alive.  I know people don’t want to 
hear that.  They don’t know what it means, or how to deal with it.  In fact, that’s why they’ve 
thrown me in prison,.  I will be okay, though.  I’ll keep talking about Jesus because I have to.  I 
have to let people know about God’s good News.  God loves us and will be with us all the way.  
Keep telling people this.  And tell them to quit arguing about unimportant things.  I can’t believe 
the things people fight about. 
Be the best you can be---the person God made you to be so that God can be proud of you. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn 
All things bright and beautiful            Hymn 405 
 
The Gospel Luke 17:11-19 
 
Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to Luke.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
On his way to Jerusalem, Jesus walked into a village.  Ten people who had an horrible skin 
disease walked his way.  They stayed far away so he wouldn’t catch their disease.  So, instead 
they shouted to him, “Jesus, have mercy on us.  Look, this disease is eating us alive!” 
 
Jesus yelled back, “Go and check in with your priest and see what they have to say.”  So they 
went and sure enough, they were healed and the priests verified that their skin had no more 
disease. 
 
One, of the ten, who noticed his skin was clear and that he was pain free, ran to Jesus, threw 
himself on the ground and clutched one of Jesus’ feet.  The man said, “Thank you, thank, you, 
thank!”  This man was from Samaria and wasn’t like the other men. 
Jesus said to him, “Weren’t there 10 of you?  Where are the others?  Are you the only one who 
could be bothered to thank God for your healing?  And you aren’t even one of God’s special 
ones.” 
 

Jesus knelt and helped the man to his feet.  “Go and have a good life.  Your body is healed and 
our faith has made you strong and whole again.” 

 
Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Children’s Sermon                                                              The Rev. Ranie Neislar 
 
The people say the creed together. 
 
We believe in God above;  
We believe in Jesus’ love; 
We believe in the Spirit too, 
Who comes to teach us what to do. 
We believe that we should be 
kind and loving, Lord, like you. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
All  We fold our hands and bow our heads when we pray, so we may keep our hearts and 

minds on the words we say. 
 
Reader It is written, “Give thanks.” We give thanks to you, God, for all that you are. 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Listen to your parents.” For mommies, daddies, sisters, brothers, and all 

of our families, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Love your neighbor.” For our friends and neighbors, and those we don’t 

yet know, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, ”God is the way, the truth and the life.” For what we learn from bishops, 

priests, and deacons, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Be kind.” For dogs, cats, fish, birds, horses, lizards and all the animals in 

our care, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Smile from the heart, so God can feel it above.” For flowers, trees, oceans, 

mountains, rain and sunshine that make our world beautiful, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
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Reader It is written, “Love one another.” For everyone who celebrates a birthday this week,  
especially Anna Chilton, Nancy Brecciaroli, Claire McIntyre, Audrey Freeman, John 
Conover, Landon Freeman, Rachael Samples, Reverdy Ward, Jack Mayo, Garry Griffith, 
Barbie Harwell, Lois Ann Uptain Adams, Phoebe Jones, Pat Bedenbaugh, and Dell 
Eppling, 

All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
Reader It is written, “Treat others as you want to be treated.” For everyone who is sick or in 

trouble, especially Ulla Allison, Kevin Alspaugh, Cindy & Tom Atkins, Nancy Dudney 
Clayton, Darlene Davis, Mary Gant, Garry Griffith, Larry Hill, Wayne Jones, Ann 
Knowles, Laurie Fowler, Pamela Lloyd, Larry Meyer, Lynn Miller, Linda Mixon, Diane 
Powell, Barbara Rackley, Rosemary Roberts, Dan Seaman, Jean & Jack Simon, Brenda & 
Horton Smith, Dick Strobel, Elizabeth Tagg, and Jane Williams.   

All  We thank you, Lord.  
 
Reader We pray for those who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.  

Especially Burt Williams. 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
The people add their own prayers and thanksgivings. 
 
 
 
Reader For what is in our hearts today, 
All  We thank you, Lord. 
 
The Confession 
Gracious God, thank you for loving us and caring for us all the time. 
We know we have not always lived as you taught us to live and failed to love one 
another as you loved us. We have done wrong things and not done all the good things 
we should have done. Only you can save us-- please forgive us, and help us to live and 
love as friends to you others. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
The Absolution 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
All stand.  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Stewardship       Kathy Branick 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

OFFERTORY   
The world is filled with creatures        Mona Lynn Reese 
 
DOXOLOGY      
“God, our Father” 
God, our Father, God, our Father,  
We thank you, we thank you 
For our many blessings, for our many blessings. 
Amen, amen. 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let’s lift up our hearts in joy. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let’s say thank you to God. 
People Thank you, thank you, thank you, Lord! 
 
God, we enjoy your presence and celebrate you as our Creator. We thank you for all the 
blessings around us, because they remind us that you, God, are with us always. In Jesus, 
you have received us  as your daughters and sons, connected us with those who love you, 
God, and you’ve given us the Holy Spirit to direct us to what is true and right. 

 

Today we remember that our path is only through God’s Son Jesus, who could not be held 
back by death, and showed us the way for eternal life. And so, because our hearts are 
happy with thanks, we sing with the angels in heaven who shout of your wonder, 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the   highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest. 

 
We thank you, Lord, for loving all of us. We see your love in the movement of the sun, the 
stars, the water. Your love is alive in the green plants and the animals, and in each of us. 
Even when we acted mean and did not love you back, you kept loving us and did not stay 
mad. You even sent your Son Jesus to become one of us. He loved us so much and wanted 
to heal us from hurt. He wanted to keep all evil away from us. So, for our sakes, he let 
himself be hurt and was killed on a cross. 
 
The night before He did all of this for us, He had supper with friends. They shared bread, 
because bread is food that gives life. Jesus took the bread, He blessed the bread, He broke 
the bread, and then He gave it to his friends. And He said, “Eat this bread; it is my body. 
Do this to remember I am with you.” On the table they also had wine, which comes from 
the juice of grapes. Jesus took a cup of wine, He blessed it, then He gave it to his friends. 
He said, “Drink this wine; it is my blood. Do this to remember I am with you.” 
 
Let’s say these words together: 
 

Jesus took the bread and wine. Jesus blessed the bread and wine. Jesus gave them to his 
friends. 
Jesus said, “Do this to remember who I am.” 
 
So, Lord God, we offer this bread and this wine to you, just as Jesus did that night. We 
remember that He died for us, He came back to life again, and He promises to come back. 
Let’s say these words together: 
 
He died for us. 
He came to life again. 
He promises to come back. 
 
We now ask the Holy Spirit, who came down to Jesus at His baptism like a dove, to bless 
this bread to be for us the Body of Christ, so that when we eat it, Christ will become part of 
us. And we ask that the Holy Spirit bless this wine to be for us the Blood of Christ, so that 
when we drink it, we will have the royal blood of the King of kings flowing in us, just like 
we are His own children. And we ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with joy to receive the body 
and blood of Christ as His faithful followers, so we will know He is here present with us, 
and so He will be part of us, and we will be part of Him. Let’s say these words together: 
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Be present with us, Jesus.                    Be part of us, 
And let us be part of you. 
 
All this we ask through Jesus Christ, because it is by Him, and with Him, and in Him that 
we do this, and we give our thanks, honor, and praise, to God the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, right now, and forever more. Amen. 
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

Celebrant  Alleluia. 
  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;     
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God 
 

The Communion of the People 
 All who seek Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table. We now offer the wine by intinction or the common cup. You 

may choose to receive only the bread. Please be assured that receiving the bread is full communion. 

Communion Hymns 
       Fairest Lord Jesus  Hymn 383 
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Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant: Let us pray 
Thank you God for giving us the bread and wine, the food of Jesus' love for all. 
Send us home with peace and joy in our hearts so that we may be a light in the world 
around us.                                           Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn 
Joyful, joyful we adore thee     Hymn 376 
 

Postlude 
 Faithfulness        W.M. Runyan/John A. Behnke 
 

 
 

All music used with permission by Saint James Music Press, license #8457, One License #A-735641,  
or Rite Song a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
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Worship Team for October 9, 2022 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Today’s flowers are given to the Glory of God and by Cynthia & Gregg Geis in thanksgiving for the 1st 
birthday of their grandson Finnis Geis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrant  The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe, Interim Rector 
Preacher The Rev. Ranie Neislar, Associate Priest 
Organist Melanie Payne 
Music Director Kathy Heim 
  
8:00 A.M.  
Eucharistic Ministers Renee’ Redfield, Frances Steel 
Lector Al Johnson 
Ushers Elisa & Mark Stucker 
Greeters Nell & David Fisher 
  
10:30 A.M.  
Eucharistic Ministers Thad Mauldin, Gretchen Mauldin 
Acolytes Brady Jones, Grayson Brewer 
Lectors Emma Bestor, Chloe’ Moore, Brylie Colvin 
Ushers Cynthia & Gregg Geis 
Greeters Jenna Pirani & Lloyd Cook 
  
Vestry on Duty Cynthia Geis, Suzanne Mohler 
Altar Guild Gail Perna, Jill & Doug Eskew, David Hattaway 
Flower Guild Patty Moy, Becky Stokes 
Breakfast Daughters of the King 
Refreshments Maggie & Guild Powell & Robbie Clark 
Sunday Supper Susanne Mohler, Kelly Evans 
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The Staff of St. Thomas 
The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe, Interim Rector 

vmonroe@stthomashuntsville.org 
The Rev. Ranie Neislar, Associate Priest 

associate@stthomashuntsville.org 
The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Deacon 

Jrann228@gmail.com 
Kathy Heim, Choir Director 

music@stthomashuntsville.org 
Melanie Payne, Organist 
payneme67@gmail.com 

Laura Beth Bestor, Children’s Coordinator 
children@stthomashuntsville.org 

The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Youth Coordinator 
youth@stthomashuntsville.org 

Irene Smith, Bookkeeper 
finance@stthomashuntsville.org 

Dorothy Bolton, Parish Administrator 
stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 Vestry Members 
George Harriman, Senior Warden                 Ted Evans, Junior Warden 

Cynthia Geis, Bob Harwell, Suzanne Mohler, Jenna Pirani 
Mike Bestor, Linda Lou Hardison, Elysa Jones, Scott Moore 

John Hanson, Donna Palumbo 
Wyn Christian, Vestry Clerk         Bob Thurber, Parish Treasurer 

 
 
 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church Contact Information                 
Office: 256-880-0247   Website: www.stthomashuntsville.org 

  12200 Bailey Cove Road   Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
Email: stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org 



The Week at-a-Glance 
 
Sunday, October 9  
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Nave              Nursery Available    
9:30 AM Children & Youth Christian Formation in Hiers & 

Hudson Halls, Adult Christian Formation 
Conference Room 1 The Gospel of Matthew and 
the book Wholehearted Faith in Conference 
Room 2 

10:30 AM Children’s Service, Holy Eucharist, Nave              
Nursery Available     

3:00 PM The Blessings of the Animals 
3:30 PM Treble Choir Rehearsal 
5:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Nave – followed by supper   
  
Monday, October 10 Honduras Mission Trip 
10:00 AM Book Club, Parlor 
7:00 PM ESAU Society, Parish Hall 
  
Wednesday, October 12 Honduras Mission Trip 
9:30 AM Bible Study, Conference Room 1 
11:00 AM Bible Study, Conference Room 1 
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Blessing of the Animals is finally here!  Today at 3:00 PM.   No matter what 
type of animal you have - bring them!  We’ll bless them all.  Every animal needs 
to be leached or in a crate.  

 
• Our 192nd Diocese Convention: Renew, Revive, Rejoice will be held 

February 2-4, 2023, at Camp McDowell.  We are taking nominations for 
delegates on Sunday, October 9.  The “yellow election” box is in the Narthex 
along with nomination forms.  

 
• St. Thomas Book Club:  Our meeting for October will be on October 10 at 10 

A.M. in the Parlor.  We will discuss The Beekeeper's Apprentice by Laurie R. 
King.  We will not meet in November but will pick up again on December 12 at 10 
a.m. in the Parlor.  That day, we will discuss Ragtime by E.L. Doctorow.  You are 
also invited to join some of us to lunch afterward. For more info, call Elouisa 
Stokes at 256-604-8669.  

 
• The grief group will continue to meet each Wednesday at 2:30 in the parlor. Pat 

Johnson, LPCS, will facilitate the group. Please join us. For questions contact 
Virginia at vmonroe@stthomashuntsville.org.  

 
• The Regeneration Group (young families and other young-ish adults) is 

planning a Ladies Night Out/Guys Night In for October 22nd from 5-7. The ladies 
will be having dinner and fellowship at Stovehouse. The guys will be hanging out 
at the church with the kiddos. Please let Michell York or Laura Beth Bestor know 
if you're coming. It should be fun!  

 
• Come join us for October’s Silver Saints Matinee Movie on Thursday, 

October 20 at 1:00 PM. We have a really, really special movie for you this 
month. Come watch “Sleepless in Seattle,” an all-time lovable, funny movie 
about a little fellow who wants to find a wife for his dad. With Tom Hanks & Meg 
Ryan. Call Jack or Becky Stokes at 256-881-4748 or the church office with 
questions or requests. Please call 24 hours ahead if you will need a ride.  

 
• SAVE THE DATE!  Please join the Building and Grounds Committee at 8:00 AM 

on Saturday, Oct 22nd for the Fall Clean Up Day. This is a great opportunity to 
freshen up the church for Lobsterfest. More details to follow.  

 
• Sunday, November 6 is All Saints Sunday. Our custom is to read the names 

and ring the bell for those family members who have died within the last year.  If 
you have a loved one whose name should be included, please email the office at 
stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org before Friday, October 28. 

 
• EPISTLE and Bulletin deadline: Tuesday at noon.  

 
REMINDERS: If you need to borrow or use anything in the church, please check it out 
in the church office. This includes wheelchairs, kitchen items, tents, tables/chairs, etc. 
Please help us be good stewards of our church.  
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