
 

 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2022, 8:00 & 10:30 A.M. 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE TWO 
If you must talk, whisper a prayer to God.  Please turn off all cell phones. 

 

PRELUDE   
Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  Robert Lau 

 

The Lighting of the second candle 
(Two blue and one pink candles are lit by a family member) 
These candles are lit by the Stucker family at 8:00  

and the West family at 10:30. 
 

Reader:   We light the third candle of Advent, the Shepherds’ Candle.  
 We light candles to remind us that Jesus is the Light of the world.   

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 

 
Celebrant:  Our God and Father, we thank you for this Advent Season 

 that helps us prepare for the celebration of the coming of the Messiah, your Son and our Lord, at 
Christmas.  Thank you for sending Jesus to 

 save us from our sins.  Amen. 
 

HYMN IN PROCESSION 
O come, O come Emmanuel (verses 5&6)  Hymn 56 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom now and forever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
Kyrie Eleison                                   Hymn S-96 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, 
Lord, have mercy, have mercy. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray.       
 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING  Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
    the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
    and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
    the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
    the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
        “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
    He will come with vengeance, 
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with terrible recompense. 
    He will come and save you." 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
    then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
        and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
    For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
     and streams in the desert; 
  the burning sand shall become a pool, 
    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
    but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 

      nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 

      but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 
    and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Song of Mary Magnificat               Hymn S-247 

Luke 1:46-55 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
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He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: ' 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

THE SECOND READING  James 5:7-10 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop 
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be 
patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against 
one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of 
suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN  
There’s a voice in the wilderness crying                                 Hymn 75 
 

THE GOSPEL    Matthew 11:2-11 

Deacon       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said 
to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" Jesus answered them, 
"Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me." 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: "What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about 
whom it is written, 

        'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
          who will prepare your way before you.' 
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"Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON   The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Deacon 
 

THE NICENE CREED BCP 358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven 
         and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
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    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
         and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV BCP 388 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 
your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
We pray especially for Michael our Presiding Bishop, Glenda, our Bishop, and Brian, our Assisting 
Bishop; Donavan, our new rector, Virginia, Ranie and Jeannie, our clergy; and all bishops, priests, 
and deacons; 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 
We pray for Joe our President, Kay our Governor, and Tommy our Mayor.   
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 
love one another as he loves us. 
We give thanks for the birthdays of Jemalee Adams, Larry Hill, Ronald Evans, Jason Conklin, Scarlet 
Champion, Jim Johnson, Brenda Smith, Linda Soule, Becky Stokes, and Derek Johns. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
We pray especially for Kevin Alspaugh, Cindy & Tom Atkins, Nancy Dudney Clayton, Darlene 
Davis, Maureen Drost, Mary Gant, Lydia Goebel, Kathy Heim, Diane Hutson, Ann Knowles, Pamela 
Lloyd, Jack Mayo, Larry Meyer, Linda Mixon, Lip Moy, Dan Seaman, Jean & Jack Simon, Brenda & 
Horton Smith, Susan Smith, Jim Stilson, Al Stokes, Kay Strobel, Elizabeth Tagg, Susan Waddle, and 
Jane Williams, let us pray to the Lord.   
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Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We ask your prayers for our Colonia Episcopal Students Ligia, Kensy, Wilson, Maycol, Eric M., 
Seylin, Jennifer, Jeimy, Josselin, Marcos, Jefferson, Jeison, Erick S., Anthony, Kimberlyn, Saira, Alex, 
Escarleth, Erlin, and Anderson. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 

The Confession of Sins BCP 360 

Deacon      Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

THE PEACE 

All stand.  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
All who seek Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 
Advent Hymn                                                  Martin Jean 
 

DOXOLOGY                                                                                                         Verse 3 of Hymn 380 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him, all creatures here below.   

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving    Eucharistic Prayer C                                            BCP 369 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People Glory to you for ever and ever. 
  
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
People By your will they were created and have their being. 
  
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, 
and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and 
we turned against one another. 
People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight 
  
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous 
Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to 
open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
People By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
  
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn: 
  

Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy                                                    Hymn S-130 
  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest.               

The Celebrant continues 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let 
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily 
serve the world in his name. 
People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship,from generation to generation. 
AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 

FRACTION ANTHEM  Hymn S-164 
Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins:  have mercy on us.   
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world; 
Give us your peace, give us your peace. 

 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

COMMUNION HYMN  
The Desert Shall Rejoice 

 
 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER          BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

HYMN IN PROCESSION 
Hark!  The glad sound, the Savior comes                       Hymn 72 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

POSTLUDE 
Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying John Ferguson 

All music used with permission by One License #A-735641. 

 
 

Worship Team for Sunday, December 11, 2022 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Celebrant  The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe, Interim Rector 
Preacher The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Deacon 
Deacon The Rev. Ranie Neislar, Associate Priest 
Choir Director Kathy Heim  
Organist Melanie Payne 
  

8:00 A.M.  
Eucharistic Ministers Elouisa Stokes 
Lector Michell York 
Ushers Garry Griffith, Pat Stueck 
Greeters Elisa & Mark Stucker 
  

10:30 a.m.  
Eucharistic Ministers Bob Harwell 
Acolytes Fisher Dippolito, Gideon Crews, Bliss Crews, Lucky Crews 
Lectors Barbara McCall, Belinda Greenaway 
Ushers Susy & Bob Thurber 
Greeters Patty & Joe Demos 
  

Vestry on Duty Elysa Jones, Cynthia Geis 
Altar Guild Gretchen Mauldin, Brenda Smith, Carey McIntyre 
Flower Guild Donna Clark 
Breakfast Flower Guild 
Refreshments Maggie & Guild Powell & Robbie Clark 
Advent Wednesday Night 
Supper 

Donna Palumbo 
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The Staff of St. Thomas 
The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe, Interim Rector 

vmonroe@stthomashuntsville.org 
The Rev. Ranie Neislar, Associate Priest 

associate@stthomashuntsville.org 
The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Deacon 

Jrann228@gmail.com 
Kathy Heim, Choir Director 

music@stthomashuntsville.org 
Melanie Payne, Organist 
payneme67@gmail.com 

Laura Beth Bestor, Children’s Coordinator 
children@stthomashuntsville.org 

The Rev. Jeannie Randall, Youth Coordinator 
youth@stthomashuntsville.org 

Irene Smith, Bookkeeper 
finance@stthomashuntsville.org 

Dorothy Bolton, Parish Administrator 
stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org 

 
 
 

2022 Vestry Members 
George Harriman, Senior Warden                 Ted Evans, Junior Warden 

Cynthia Geis, Bob Harwell, Suzanne Mohler, Jenna Pirani 
Mike Bestor, Linda Lou Hardison, Elysa Jones, Scott Moore 

John Hanson, Donna Palumbo 
Wyn Christian, Vestry Clerk         Bob Thurber, Parish Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church Contact Information                 
Office: 256-880-0247   Website: www.stthomashuntsville.org 

  12200 Bailey Cove Road   Huntsville, Alabama 35803 
Email: stthomas@stthomashuntsville.org 
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The Week at a Glance 
 

Sunday Dec. 11  
  

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Nave 
9:30 AM Adult Formation:  Advent:  The Once and Future 

Coming of Jesus Christ by Fleming Rutledge 
10:30 AM Holy Eucharist, Nave 
5:00 PM Lessons and Carols, Nave 

  
Monday, Dec. 12  

10:00 AM Book Club, Parlor 
6:00 PM Vestry Meeting, Conference Room 
7:00 PM Esau Society, Parish Hall 

  
Wednesday, Dec. 14  

9:30 AM Bible Study, Conference Rm 1 
11:00 AM Bible Study, Conference Rm 1 
1:00 PM Caregivers Group, Crossroads Rm 
4:00 PM Grief Group, Parlor 
5:30 PM Taize’ Service, Nave 
6:00 PM Supper, Parish Hall 
6:30 PM Speaker Program 
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsals, Choir Room 

  
Saturday, Dec. 17  

10:00 AM  Dress Rehearsal for Eek! 
11:00 AM Children’s Christmas Party 
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 Please join us Sunday, December 18 between services at 9:00 AM as we celebrate our Interim 
Rector with a brunch!  The Rev. Dr. Virginia Monroe has graciously walked with us 
throughout the last year and we are incredibly grateful for her leadership and pastoral 
presence during this time of transition.  As exciting as the next chapter is for St. Thomas, it 
means saying goodbye, at least for a little while, to Virginia.  Help us applaud Virginia and 
show our appreciation to her.   

 Join us for the Anticipation of Advent Series.  Please make plans to join us during this holy 
time.   
December 14  The Rev. Sarah Watts 
The schedule is:  5:30 p.m. Taize’ Service Nave; 6:00 p.m. Supper Parish Hall; 6:30 p.m.  
Program; 6:30 p.m. Children’s Program 

 A Festival of Lessons & Carols service will be held at 5:00 PM this Sunday, Dec. 11.  Please 
join our choir for this special Christmas event.  We’ll have refreshments after. 

 Don’t forget Vestry nominations are open TODAY.  Please remember that in order to be 
nominated for Vestry a person must be a confirmed Episcopalian, a communicant in good 
standing, and known to the treasurer.  Nomination forms are with the Vestry yellow box in the 
Narthex.   

 The Grief Group will meet Wednesday, Dec. 14 at 4:00 PM in the parlor.  Pat Johnson, LPCS, 
will facilitate the group.   Please join us.  For questions contact Pat at 
alpatjohnson@knology.net. 

 St. Thomas Night is at 5:00 PM Sunday, December 18.  Supper will follow.  The fellowship 
committee will provide the meat, but we need your favorite sides and/or desserts.  This year 
we are revisiting the story of Christ’s birth through the lens of a crowd favorite—Eek! 

 Christmas Flowers- Christmas flowers are a wonderful way to remember your loved ones.  
Christmas offertory envelopes are in the church pews to use for your own memorials or 
thanksgivings.  We must have your names no later than Monday, Dec. 19, for them to be 
included in the Christmas Eve service bulletin.  ***We ask for a minimum donation of $30 to 
cover the costs of the poinsettias.    


